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A Message from our
Principal…

Happy Spring!

I am pleased to offer you messages from our principals,
the old one (well not really old), and the new one,
Ms. Wilkin. While I am responsible for the day-to-day
running of the school until the end of the year, I have
begun the transition process with Ms. Wilkin.  We meet
regularly.  Ms. Wilkin will take an active role in the
development of the 2003-2004 school improvement
plan, classroom placement process, and other key
functions that will effect her tenure next year. Ms. Wilkin
will also have opportunities to interact with Paton
teachers and students.  She will attend some staff
meetings.  At the April, May and June “All School
Meetings,” Ms. Wilkin will attend and talk with the
students.

Thank you for helping to make the process smooth and
child focused.  Have a wonderful day, Linda Ferguson

A Message from our new principal…
 I am looking forward to joining the Paton school staff as
principal in July. I am grateful to those of you who have
already made me feel welcome. Ms. Ferguson and I
continue to work together to provide a smooth transition
for all.

Having worked six years at Paton previously, I am most
appreciative of the commitment of the staff, the efforts of
the students, and the support parents provide.  Paton
School is a strong community,  whose members value
collaboration, show respect for each other, and are
continuously learning.

I am planning to join in some of the activities planned for
this spring, including the May Social, the June PTO
meeting, and Field day.  If we haven't already met, I do
hope you will introduce yourselves to me at one of these
events.

Take care, Jayne Wilkin

A Message from PTO Co-Presidents

April showers bring May flowers.  Mayflowers bring
what?  Pilgrims!  I just love this joke and couldn’t resist.
I guess you can tell I’ve got Spring Fever.

And who wouldn’t, considering the fine weather we’ve
been having?  It certainly helps to put me in the mood for
the upcoming activities at Paton.  To start, there’s the
Scholastic Book Fair and Ice Cream Social.  It’s followed
by the annual Breakfast with Dad, Granddad, Uncle, etc.
on April 12.  And don’t forget the Spring Social on May
2nd.

Just as the seasons are changing, there are changes
coming to Paton and Shrewsbury.  By the time this is
printed, we should know who our new Principal will be
next year and what the grade configurations will be
starting in 2004.

It’s an exciting time.  Enjoy!

Erica Bodden Kelly Dupuis
508-842-1842 508-842-0455

spinnaker5@townisp.com kampd7@att,net

Paton People
Channel 34

Wednesdays at 6:30 P.M. and 11 P.M.
Thursdays at noon, 5 P.M. and 7 P.M.

Fridays at 7 A.M.

Meeting Notice
Karyn Polito will be at the high school

 on April 10 at 3:30 P.M.
to discuss budget issues.

April 2003

Paton School News
 Paton School

PTO
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5
Paton School
Calendar

Apr. 4 Report Card Closing Date
Apr. 8 MCAS Grade 4 (ELA)
Apr. 9 PTO Meeting 7:00 P.M.—Paton Cafeteria
Apr. 12 “Breakfast with Dad”—Paton Cafeteria
Apr. 14 Report Cards go home in Red Folder
Apr. 15 School Council Meeting 3:30 P.M.
Apr. 15 Paton School Council presents School

Improvement Plan at School Committee
Meeting—Selectman’s Room, Town Hall 7:00
P.M.

April 17 Grade 4 Field Trip to Harvard Museum of
Natural History

April 18-27 NO SCHOOL —Spring Vacation
May 2 Paton Spring Social—Cafeteria 7-9:00 P.M.
May 6 School Council Meeting 3:30 P.M.
May 6 Field Trip Gr. 5 Boston Museum of Science
May 6 PTO Meeting 7:00 P.M.—Paton Cafeteria
May 15 Grade 5 Parent Orientation—Middle School

7:00 P.M.
May 16 Student/ Faculty Basketball Game (Grade 5

vs. Faculty)—Floral St Gym
May 12–23 MCAS Grades 4 and 5 (English, Mathematics,

Science, and Social Studies)
May 26 NO SCHOOL—Memorial Day
May 27–28 Student Author Celebration (Gr. 1–2)
June 2–3 Student Author Celebration (Gr. 3–4)
June 4 Student Author Celebration (Gr. 5)
June 4 PTO Meeting 7:00 P.M.—Paton Cafeteria
June 5 Open House Incoming First Graders and New

Students
June 6 Grade 5 Celebration 9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.
June 12 Grade 5 Field Trip to Boston Harbor
June 12 Kindergarten Step Up Day 1:00 P.M. (Beal

Students visit Paton Gr. 1)
June 13 Grade 5 Celebration Raindate
June 17 Paton School “Field Day”
June 18 Rain date “Field Day”
June 19 End-of-year class parties 2:30 P.M.
June 20 Grade 5 Graduation 2:00 P.M.
June 24 HALF DAY—Last Day of School

PTO Committee Notes

Fifth Grade Celebration News

Each year, the upperclassmen of
Paton celebrate their graduation to
middle school. This year will be no
exception! Our fifth graders have
voted to celebrate their departure
from elementary school this year with
a celebration at Teamworks in

Northboro. In choosing this venue, the fifth graders
look forward to playing multiple team sports such
as kickball, volleyball, capture the flag, field
hockey, basketball and more. They will also each
have the opportunity to scale a climbing wall and
maneuver a ropes course that is high above the
ground! These last two activities require each child
to be in proper safety harnesses with one-on-one
supervision. This experience is sure to be exciting
and memorable!

The date for the celebration is Friday, June 6th
with a rain date of Friday June 13th. After a fun-
filled morning at Teamworks, the students will
return to Paton for a pizza and ice cream sundae
picnic.  The fifth grade ‘graduation’ ceremony will
take place on Friday, June 20th.

The students have chosen a more expensive
package this year and will need to supplement
PTO funds with some fundraising of their own.

The Fifth Grade Celebration Committee has met
twice so far and organized into committees. If you
would like more information about the celebration,
or would like to help plan or volunteer during the
event, please contact:

Lisa Clark 508-852-4758 
clarklmc@townisp.com

Kathy Hale 508-842-4632
jkjjhale@aol.com

Verizon Extra Credit for Schools

Verizon now offers a program called "Verizon Extra
Credit for Schools". Verizon will set aside 5% of
your monthly long distance usage for your school.
If you are a Verizon customer, call 1-877-X-
CREDIT to sign up. Otherwise, go on-line to
verizon.com/extracredit.
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Green Office Recycling

We have signed up with Green Office Recycling to return
inkjet and laser printer cartridges and cell phones for
CASH.  For information, go to

www.greenofficerecycling.com

to see which brands and models are accepted.
Information should also be coming home in the
red folders.

Paton Publicity Committee

Publicize Your
Enrichment or Committee Activity

All you need to do is contact me at 508/845-6350
with all the details at least two weeks before your
event. I am about 95% effective in obtaining
coverage for your event. I just need sufficient lead
time.

Thanks, Melanie Petrucci

Reminder: Breakfast with Dad
The Eighth Annual Paton School "Breakfast with Dad" will
be held on Saturday, April 12th, 2003.

See you there!   Joe Trotta - 842-7493

Understanding and Responding to
Challenging Behavior of Pre-Schoolers

by Families First

April 30, 2003, 6:30–8:00 P.M., Floral Street School

Pre-register $12.00, at door $15.00

You must register each child for free baby-sitting by April
24th.  Limited space. Send check to:

SCDC
P.O.Box 458
Shrewsbury, MA 01545
or call Jenn 508-757-7729

Nurse’s Notes
I have recently sent forms home to 4th and 5th
grade parents to update immunization information
or forward a 4th grade physical exam for your child.
Please remind your physician to fax the requested
information to me. Thank you.

Within the next few weeks physical exam forms will
be sent home with third grade students. This will
allow parents to schedule physical exams during
the summer months. Physical exams are required
for kindergarten, 4th, 7th and 11th grade students.
Students who take medications either on a daily or
as needed basis will receive medication order forms
to be completed by your child’s doctor. This allows
for the administration of medication during school
hours. If you think your child may need to have
medication for the next school year please let me
know so I can send home a medication form. A
medication form is also needed for Ibuprofen or
Tylenol administration at school. Students are
NOT allowed to self medicate. The physical
exam and medication forms may be returned
before the end of the school year or please
bring these forms the first school day.

Mornings can be a hectic time with everyone off to
work and school. Unfortunately I am seeing more
students who are coming to complain of
stomachaches. Many times these stomachaches
are hunger pangs because they have not eaten
breakfast. I know that not all children like to eat a
large breakfast however, even a pop tart or glass of
milk with instant breakfast can help them start the
day and give them the needed calories and
nutrients they need to be ready to learn. It’s very
hard for a 6 or 7 year old to pay attention when all
they can think about is how hungry they feel. I
would also remind you that you could pack a snack
for them to eat at first recess.

A reminder Strep infection may show itself in the
usual complaint of a bad sore throat. However,
headache, stomachache, rash, and fever also may
be signs of strep infection. If your child continues to
complain of the above problems please take them
to their doctor and request a throat culture. If the
culture is positive please keep your child home for
AT LEAST 24 hours. This allows the antibiotics to
start to be effective and help prevent the spread of
strep to other students.

I have information about camps for children with
asthma, cancer and diabetes. If you want more
information about the cost and dates please call
me. As always please keep the office and myself
updated with changes to work and home phone
numbers. If you have any questions please don’t
hesitate to call me at school at 508-841-8632.

Annette B. Hanson, M.Ed., BSN,
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April School Vacation

Fun For All Ages!

The Magic of

Steve Charette
Wednesday, April 23

1:00 PM

Shrewsbury Middle School

Sherwood Ave. (off Maple Ave.)

Tickets $4.00 at the door

Advance Ticket Price $3.00

Children under 1 year admitted Free!

 (Reserved tickets will be held at the door)

To purchase advance tickets send your check payable to

the SHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION by APRIL 11th to:

Mary Rose Casey, Shrewsbury Children's Center
138 North Quinsigamond Ave.
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

Contact Mary Rose at 508-755-3922 for Ticket or Event
information

The SHS Alumni Association’s fundraising events help
support Shrewsbury High School student grants.

A High School Reunion - 24 Hours A Day

New additions have been added to the Shrewsbury High
School Alumni Association's collection of yearbooks for
sale.  If you want to get rid of, or buy a yearbook, we are
your source.  Go to www.shrewsburyalumni.org or call
Sue at 508-845-6977.

Got Old SHS Memorabilia?
Display It at the New SHS

Found old playbills, sports equipment, or other artifacts
from your days at SHS lying around? Send them off to:

Shrewsbury High School Alumni Association

100 Maple Avenue

Shrewsbury, MA 01545

SHS Alumni Association Introduces the
Business Network

Designed for Shrewsbury alumni and friends, the
brand new Business Network lets both Shrewsbury-
area and non-local businesses spread the word
about their products and services. For a low,
affordable price, businesses can promote
themselves to more than 100 alumni worldwide who
visit www.shrewsburyalumni.org each day.
Advertising funds go toward the Shrewsbury High
School Alumni Association student grants program.

Buy a Gift for an Old Friend — Or
Yourself!

The Shrewsbury High School Alumni Association
has perfect gifts — for old friends or for yourself!
Proceeds benefit the SHS student grants program.

Items for sale:

Cat's Meow CollectiblesOld Shrewsbury High
School at Oak Street @ $25

Donahue Rowing Center, Now the largest rowing
center in the U.S.

     $30 signed by Jim and Babs Donahue

     $25 Unsigned

Shrewsbury Sweatshirts - Children's

   50% cotton, 50% polyester sweatshirt with
embroidered white lettering on navy blue

   Sizes 6-8 and 14-16

   $20

Surplus yearbooks @ $10 each.

Gift memberships to the SHS Alumni Association.

Contact:

Mary Rose Casey
Shrewsbury Children's Center
138 North Quinsigamond Ave.
Shrewsbury, MA 01545
508-755-3922
MRCasey123@aol.com

Cat's Meow Order Forms may be downloaded at
www.shrewsburyalumni.org



page 5

Spirit of Shrewsbury
Fall Festival

September 26–28, 2003

Post Parade Celebration

Food festival & cultural events— Volunteers needed to help
plan!

Sunday, September 28, Dean Park

A food festival as well as cultural events will be held at
Dean Park after the parade on Sunday, September 28.  The
Post Parade Celebration Committee is looking for
volunteers to help plan the event and also help the day of
the event. The committee is co-chaired by Cathy Vitale, who
will be organizing the food events and Angela Snell, who is
organizing the cultural events.

Contact: Angela Snell, Parks and Recreation Dept., 508-
841-8503 or email at  asnell@th.ci.shrewsbury.ma.us

ATTENTION:  Non-profit Groups, Athletic
Teams and Social Organizations

Sign up to sell food at Dean Park after the Spirit of
Shrewsbury Fall Festival parade

Contact Cathy Vitale (508)845-6682 or cdv@townisp

Telephone Pole Banners

Join the growing spirit— buy a telephone pole banner!
Deadline: June 30
Contact: Barbara Heisler (508-845-6848 or
BJHeisler@aol.com)

Fifth Annual Craft Show

Saturday, September 27, 9 AM to 3 PM
CRAFTERS WANTED!
For info., call Vivian @ 508-792-6551 or
vpowers@townisp.com

Reserve Your Spot on the Town Common

September 27, 9 AM to 3 PM
The Common is the place for fun, food and entertainment!
Opportunity for the community to learn about your
organizations or business.

Contact Debbie Grampietro at (508) 791-2991 or
hdkjames@townisp.com

Allyn Little’s Watercolor
“Early Shrewsbury Center”

The Shrewsbury Historical Society offers for sale
Allyn Little’s charming reproduction of his full color
original watercolor “Early Shrewsbury Center”.
Included in the reproduction are the town common
with bandstand,
the church facing
in the westerly
direction, the brick
schoolhouse, the
Sumner house, the
library, the town
hall, the center
school and the Fallon house. The reproduction
measures 12 x 18 and is for sale for $47, tax
included. Linda Davis is the Society Sales
Coordinator and can be reached at 508-842-2814 to
answer questions or take orders for reproductions.
The artist, Allyn Little, can be reached at 508-845-
6817 or allittle@peoplepc.com.

Beginning Basketry Class

Come join in the fun and learn a colonial craft !

Saturday, May 17, 2003. 9:00 A.M. - 4 :00 P.M.

at the Shrewsbury Historical Museum 1830
Schoolhouse (located on the town common)

Attendees will be supplied all materials and
instruction needed to complete a jelly jar basket.  In
addition, a continental breakfast, lunch and a
Museum tour will be included. 30.00, adults only
Space is limited, Reservation Required. Contact:
Gail Aslanian at 508-845-2630 or email her at
HyMedoMaid@aol.com for information and
reservations

Annual Dinner
Shrewsbury Historical Society

Wednesday, May 28, 2003 @ 6 P.M., First
Congregational Church, Church Rd., Shrewsbury

Buffet dinner.  Cost:  $15.00 per person. Members are
asked to bring appetizers to share from 5:30-6:15 P.M.

Members are asked to fill out their dinner reservation
form which will be mailed in the April Historical Society
newsletter.

Entertainment:  Jim Douglas will present "A Peddler's
Pack of Songs", a collection of traditional New England
songs and stories.


